
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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A qualifier – through the month of June we have considered our four-fold core value and what this 
means for us as a community of faith.  It has not followed our normal pattern of a book study.  It has 
been a topical study.  This study is our last study as it relates to our core-value and then we will begin 
our study of Colossians. 
 
Date:  July 10, 2011 
Title:  What Next - Summary 
Text:  Heb. 10:19-27 
Theme: The Local Church is part of God’s one Story and has a distinct purpose for 

existing in the Christian Life. 
 
Introduction:  I picked this text because it speaks to the intrinsic need we have for the 
assembling together as the local body of Christ. 
 
The Local Church is part of God’s one Story and has a distinct purpose for existing in the 
Christian Life.   Hebrews 9:19ff speaks to the intrinsic need we have for the assembling 
together as the local body of Christ.  When I step back and take an objective look at the Local 
Church I must answer the question, why does she exist?  The New Testament speaks almost 
exclusively about and to the local church.  The NT also speaks of Elders as having oversight of 
local churches and for which they will answer to God (Acts 20:28; Heb. 13:17).  It appears as a 
non-negotiable; there are these geographically defined assemblies with biblical structure and 
mission.  What are they to be doing and what is our responsibility toward her? 
 
This study seeks to summarize our previous four studies. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
Local Churches are to be places where God is worshipped corporately, the making and 
maturing of disciples is a natural way of life, care and support comes through community, and 
conquest is a common language. 
 
Our core-value seeks to identify and expand on this idea. 

• Christ-Exalting Worship  
Our corporate gatherings on Sunday Morning are marked by a Christ-exalting, word-centered, 
grace-based beauty.  The emphasis is always on who God is, what He has done, and who we 
are in Him. 
 

• Word-Centered Instruction/discipleship 
We believe the Word is the means by which discipleship takes place.  The local church 
community is the primary context for maturing adult disciples and the family is the primary 
context for reaching and teaching children.  There are various means, but God put local church 
communities in play for the purpose of maturing disciples who in turn do the work of the 
ministry. 
 
 
 



 

 

2 

• Grace-Based  Fellowship 
We believe all believers should be a part of a community for accountability, support, care, and 
encouragement.  We do not believe isolation is ideal and community is optional. 
 

• Global-Impacting Evangelism 
We believe corporately we need to be about planting local churches for the purpose of 
reaching into every tongue, tribe, people, and nation.   
 
We believe this four-fold core value is normal Christianity.  It is what a typical or biblical local 
church does. 
 
The Problem: 
One of the problems we often face as staff is how to deal with those who contact us and say 
WBC is there church.  As such they believe they have access to our facilities and functions.  Yet 
we have no idea who they are and no one knows who they are.  Before you judge us too 
harshly in this area, let us remember how we are a grace-based church and believe strongly 
that mercy ministries are the hands and feet of Jesus.  Yet as it relates to our personal 
accountability before God as to those who identify this as their community of faith, there are 
distinctions needing to be made.  I would like to put the roof on the structure we sought to 
build over our previous four studies.  There are several points that will help us with our train 
of thought. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. “Is WBC your church?” or “WBC is your church if . . . “ 
 
WBC is your church if three elements are present. 
 

A. You attend regularly (Heb. 10:19-27) 
 
How do you know if you are a regular attendee?  The answer is rather simple; do people know 
who you are?  Often when someone identifies WBC as their church and I do not know who 
they are, then they must be someone who precedes my tenure here.  So I begin to ask around 
and look through our files and often we have no record of their existence.  If no one here 
knows who you are, then chances are WBC is not your church. 
 
One of the questions that often comes up when making this statement is, “What about shut-
ins?”  Folks, let us use common sense.  All three elements are conditioned by one’s 
circumstances, but if the resources were available, would you seek to express these three 
elements? 
 
One of the questions we ask our missionaries is this, “If you lived in this area, would you 
attend this church?” 
 
 



 

 

3 

B. You give regularly 
 
This might appear crude and unseemly, but if we have no record of any personal gifting, then 
perhaps WBC is not your church.  This is not something I personally know, nor do I ask, but 
someone here knows.  For us as a fellowship to move the mission forward we need disciples 
who attend regularly and give regularly.  We have never told you how much you should give, 
but we have invited you to give.  Giving of your finances does two things.  First, it 
acknowledges that everything you possess is from God, sustained by God, and for God.  
Giving does this “in time.”  Second, giving breaks the stronghold money has on your life.  
Some of you have convinced yourself that you do not believe you can afford to give.  That may 
mean your priorities should be evaluated.  Even a widow with nothing more than two small 
coins could give what she had.  Few of us are destitute; all of us can give. 
 

6 “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his 
heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is 
able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, 
you may have an abundance for every good deed; 9 as it is written, ‘HE SCATTERED 
ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES FOREVER.’” (2 
Cor. 9:6-9). 

 
C. You volunteer regularly  

 
WBC is your church if you regularly use your gifting to strengthen this church family.  There 
are multiple areas where you can exercise your gifting to strengthen this church family. 
 

“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God” (1 Pet. 4:10). 

 
Many Christians do all three of these outside the local church.  Such people see themselves as 
being bigger than any one local church.  They are spiritual vagabonds, never settling, always 
moving, perpetually avoiding any accountability or oversight.  They are self-lawed.  They take 
from everyone but give little in return by way of commitment and community.  Others 
isolate themselves completely from any sense of community.  They are reclusive and spiritual 
loners.  They take from no one but give nothing.  Still others are so embedded in their church 
they sit like dust in an unvisited attic in an old house.  With any change they stir up disruption 
and cloud the vision of others.  They give nothing and receive nothing. This is unfortunate 
and weakens the larger mission of the church.  However, for our sake we are answering the 
question, “Is WBC your church?”   
 
In light of our core-value, what are the Elders looking for from you if WBC is your church? 
 
I call these our realistic expectations.  In the absence of realistic expectations there will be hurt 
and confusion. 
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II. What are the Elders looking for from you if WBC is your church?  
 
The Elders are looking for a commitment to the four-fold core value of what makes WBC a 
forward moving community of faith.  This means . . . 
  

A. You regularly attend worship on Sunday mornings. 
B. You are intentional about personal and corporate discipleship. 
C. You actively seek to participate in a Life Group. 
D. You serve in a way that strengthens this community of faith. 
E. You support the mission of church planting through regular financial gifting. 

 
If you have been with us for any length of time, you will know we do not carry clubs, and even 
in this study we are not seeking to guilt anyone into conformity.  We are simply stating that 
for us to move forward as a fellowship we need people to openly identify with WBC and 
speak of her as “their church.” 
 
This is what the Elders are looking for from you if WBC is your church. 
 

III. What can you expect from us? 
 

A. An Elder/Deacon team who has made God and His Church a ministry 
priority.   

 
This means we have “skin in the game.”  This means you can expect from us . . . 
 

1. Open communication / no surprises 
2. Intentional planning/visioning 
3. A corporate commitment to the four-fold core value.  We will seek to 

lead by example. 
 

B. A place where you can be cared for at every stage of life. 
C. A place where you can serve God at every stage of life. 
D. A place where you can be baptized, taught, dedicated, married, and finally 

buried. 
E. A place where you can worship God with kindred spirits. 
F. A place where you can receive intentional training for you and your family. 
G. A place where you can develop meaningful relationships inside of a gracious 

community. 
H. A place where you can engage in the mission of God locally, nationally, and 

globally.  We believe these are functions of the local church. 
  

IV. Why now?  Why are we seeking to “nail this down?” 
 
The Elders believe God has written our journey.  They believe the journey has been part of His 
schooling/training of us and our community of faith.  Sometimes the schooling is painful, but 
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it is always profitable.  We believe He has positioned us for growth, but a growth that is 
marked by a unity of mind so that with one accord and one voice we might glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 15:5, 6). 
 
Everything we have declared as our identity and goal is “for the equipping of the saints for the 
work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature 
which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed 
here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, 
by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all 
aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and 
held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual 
part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love” (Eph. 4:11-16). 
 
We are convinced that “what we attract them with is what we will attract them to.”  We 
believe the beauty of God as Trinity in the redemption of His people for perpetual worship is 
attractive.  We desire to attract them with Christ so that/with the result they will be attracted 
to Christ.   
 

V. Now what?  Where do we go from here? 
 
We invite you to sink your roots deeply into the soil of this geographically defined assembly 
and recognize with us the oversight of the Elders, the work of the deacons, and participate in 
the strengthening of this church and the expansion of God’s kingdom locally, globally, and 
nationally through church planting.  We invite you to join us in moving forward in the 
advancing of His kingdom.  All of this is an encouragement to us and we believe the structure 
we put in place will be able to properly facilitate the maturing of God’s people for the reaching 
of the world for Christ. 
 
Let me share with you several pieces that I find exciting. 
 
1. Our recent Elder involvement in public speaking.  They did an outstanding work. 
2. The bi-monthly meetings we have with the Elders and the monthly meetings we are having 

with our Deacons. 
3. Our on-site devotional resources (i.e. directory, prayer list, family ministry curriculum, and 

the new Prayers and Creeds booklet) 
4. Our off-site devotional resources (Short Wave Radio in Africa and the printed page). 
5. The starting of prayer 45 minutes before the Sunday morning service and before GLORIA 

in the Fall.  
6. The planning of an intentional approach to mercy ministries within the Waukesha County 

Community whereby we become the hands and feet of Jesus.  My goal is for our presence 
to be felt within our community. 

7. The planning of an intentional approach to missions.  We are aggressively seeking to be 
relational with our missionaries and to insure your monies are maximized in kingdom 
work. 



 

 

6 

8. The positive transition of Pastor Caleb and the enabling of Jonny Wood to assist us on 
Sunday mornings. 

9. How we are currently handling our forward progress through an intentional approach and 
involvement of Elders, Deacons, Budget Team and the congregation. 

 
Friend, we want you to make WBC your church.  Yet if this is not your church, then please 
find another, but find a local church where you can attend, give, and serve regularly. 
 
Let us pray. 


